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Primary Source Term Project Info Sheet


What is a Primary Source anyway??

A primary source is a first-hand account -- something written, photographed, recorded, or otherwise captured at the moment the event took place. It includes the use, or implied understanding of the first person. In other words, someone held it, saw it, drew it, spoke or wrote it at the moment the event was occurring, or inspired the event to take place.

The Primary Source Document assignment is constructed in such a way that you have control over the content, format, and delivery of your project. As the author of your project, you are limited only by your imagination.

How to Start??

1)	Think of a topic that specifically interested you in the realm of our studies this semester. Don’t forget where we started our course i.e. Discovery and Contact, Colonization etc., and where we will end up, i.e. Civil War and Reconstruction. Maybe there was a topic you would have liked to study more, or learn more about? Native American Issues, Women’s Issues, Settlers/Immigration, Constitutional America, Slavery, Economics and Trade, Expansion. Perhaps there was an individual that struck you as outrageous or spectacular, or monumental in the forming of our nation, laws, or society.

2)	Find a primary source that expresses your topic.  Primary source documents include but are not limited to: photos, letters, diaries, manifests, invoices, speeches, actual footage of news events, war/battle footage, medical records, school report cards, posters, flyers, original designs, recordings both audio and visual, blueprints, formulae etc………


3) 	Tie it to History. Think about the history of your topic. Where does it fit in the scheme of American history 1301? How did it figure into politics, society, economics, of the era? What importance or relevance does the event/document hold today? Was it innovative at the time? How did it change American life? Did it have a global affect? National? Local?


